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ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


For THE Periop Juty 1, 1984, To JUNE 30, 1985 


Boston, Juty 1, 1985. 
Hon. RAYMOND L. FLYNN, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir, —In Compliance with section 24, chapter 3 of the 
Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners 
respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 


In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, registration was held as follows: 

At the central office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.M., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted: from July 1, 1984, to June 
30, 1985. 

At the central office from 9 a.m. to9 p.M., from August 
16 to August 20, 1984, inclusive, excluding Sunday, August 
19; from October 4 to October 8, 1984, excluding Sunday, 
October 7. 

At the central office from 9 a.M. to 10 p.m., August 21, 
1984 for the State Primaries; October 9, 1984 for the State 
Election. 


= 
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At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.M., except Saturdays when the hours were from 12 
Noon to 8 p.M., from August 18 to September 20, inclusive, 
for the State Primaries and from October 15 to October 25, 
inclusive, for the State Election. 

Registration was held for the Seventh Suffolk Represent- 
ative District Special Election at the central office and at 
locations in Wards 9, 12, and 14, from February 8 to Febru- 
ary 19, 1985, excluding Sunday, February 17 from 6 P.M. to 
9 p.m. and February 20 from 6 P.M. to 10 p.m. for the Pri- 
maries; on March 12 from 6 P.M. to9 p.m., March 16 from 
12 Noon to 8 p.m. and March 20 from 6 p.m. to 10 P.M. for 
the election. 

In answer to many requests for special registration under 
Mass. General Laws chapter 51, section 42B, at schools, 
colleges, nursing homes, and other principal places of 
activity, extra sessions were held to satisfy these requests. 

Physically disabled: In accordance with the provisions of 
chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, persons who 

were eligible to register and vote but unable to appear at a 

registration office due to physical disability were registered 
in private homes or health care facilities in which they re- 
sided at the time of their requests. Persons so registered, or 
found on the voting list, were furnished with an application 
for absentee ballots. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS 


At the City Election, held on November 15, 1983, the 
number of registered voters on the list was 288,986. The 
number of voters on the first list published by the Board for 
1984 was 251,138. From that time to the close of registra- 
tion for the State Election, there were added the names of 
48,886 voters. Included in this figure are the names of 6,012 
voters who were restored to the voting list without registra- 
tion under the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947, 
as amended, and chapter 555 of the Acts of 1973, as 
amended. The number of voters on the day of the State 
Election, held on November 6, 1984, was 300,021, an in- 
crease of 11,035 above the number of voters on the list pre- 
ceding the City Election. The number of voters on the final 
list was 300,021. 
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NoMINATION Papers, REFERENDUM AND RECOUNT PETITIONS 


The Board received 1,981 nomination papers for the 
State Primaries on which 39,945 signatures were certified. 
The Board also received 563 nomination papers for the 
State Election on which 54,028 signatures were certified, as 
well as 53 nomination papers for the Special State Primary 
on which 1,000 signatures were certified. This made a total 
of 2,597 papers filed on which 94,973 names were certified 
as voters. 


RECOUNTS 


No recount petitions were submitted to the Board for the 
State Primary, State Election, or the Special State Election. 


JURORS 


As provided under Mass. General Law, chapter 43, the 
office of the Jury Commissioner has assumed the responsi- 
bility for the selection of jurors in Suffolk County. A list of 
all residents in Boston was provided the Jury Commission 
prior to June 1 as required by law. 


Pusuic Law 98-435 


The Board of Election Commissioners undertook a sur- 
vey of all the city’s polling locations for compliance with the 
Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act, 
Public Law 98-435. All sites are to be in compliance by Sep- 
tember 1986. 


SPECIAL STATE ELECTION 
FOR THE SEVENTH SUFFOLK DISTRICT 


The representative for the Seventh Suffolk District re- 
signed and a special election was ordered. The Special State 
Primaries were held on March 12, 1985, and the Special 
State Election was held on April 9, 1985. 


ABSENTEE VOTING 


Absentee voting applied to the State Primaries and to the 
State Election in accordance with chapter 632 of the Acts of 
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1968, chapter 920 of the Acts of 1971, and chapter 123 of 
the Acts of 1966, as amended, regulating the method of 
processing and counting absentee ballots made it manda- 
tory that, after the processing and examination of the affi- 
davits in the central office is completed, the absentee 
ballots must be sent to the precinct polling places to be cast 
and counted; then the said count of absentee ballots cast 
had to be added to the count of votes cast by use of the vot- 
ing machines, so that the precinct total could be recorded 
and reported at the precinct level. 

Chapter 267 of the Acts of 1975 allowed that absentee 
ballots received on election day shall be processed and ex- 
amined in the central office and may be counted at the of- 
fice at the hour of closing the polls. After the canvass and 
the count has been completed, each precinct tally sheet, 
official returns book and check list shall be amended when 
delivered to the central office. 

Chapter 368 of the acts of 1966, further regulating ab- 
sentee voting, made it possible for a registered voter who 
would be absent from the city on the day of the election, 
and who had no mailing address outside of Boston to which 
a ballot could be mailed and seasonably returned in time to 
be sent to the polling place before the close of the polls on 
election day, to receive a ballot in hand and vote by such 
ballot in the central office before he departed from the city. 

On July 21, 1984, the Governor signed chapter 241 of the 
Acts of 1984, “an act further regulating absentee voting by 
certain overseas citizens of the Commonwealth” to be ef- 
fective immediately. 

The new law makes two changes in the law for Massa- 
chusetts residents who are absentee voters outside the 
United States. 


1. For all primaries and elections, the law eliminates the 
present requirement that these voters vote in the pres- 
ence of an official and have their signatures notarized 
on the inner absentee ballot envelope. 


2. For State general elections only (for example, the No- 
vember 6, 1984 Presidential Election), the law re- 
quires you to count absentee ballots mailed by voters 
on or before election day, if you receive them on or 
before the tenth day after the election. 
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Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots 
in 1984 and 1985: 


September 1984 November 1984 
State State 
Primaries Election 


Democrat Republican 
Applications Received 


Civilian 665 159 2,611 
Physically Disabled 1,234 166 3,093 
Federal Service Personnel 230 43 861 
Total 2,129 368 6,565 
Applications Rejected 
Civilian 44 10 48 
Physically Disabled 49 8 59 
Federal Service Personnel 19 3 28 
Total 112 21 135 
Ballots Mailed to or in Hand 
Civilian 627 107 3,034 
Physically Disabled 1,170 201 2,563 
Federal Service Personnel 220 39 833 
Total 2,017 347 6,430 
Ballots Returned 
Civilian 531 86 1,804 
Physically Disabled 819 133 2,784 
Federal Service Personnel 167 27 568 
Total I siky/ 246 5,156 


Ballots Rejected by Examiners 
Prior to Sending to Polls: 


All Classes 171 12 168 
Ballots Sent to Polling Places 
All Classes 1,346 934 4,988 
Ballots Returned Unclaimed 23 6 47 
Ballots Returned too Late to be 
Number of Election Day 
Complaints Received 63 49 


Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots 
in the Seventh Suffolk District Election: 


March 1985 April 1985 
Special Special 
Primaries Election 
Democrat Republican 
peplications Received 

ivilian 8 7 58 
Physically Disabled 68 0 126 
Federal Service Personnel 0 0 39 


Total 76 Tl 223 
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Applications Rejected 


Civilian 1 0 18 
Physically Disabled 6 2 44 
Federal Service Personnel te. ne) ce 
Total Cl 2 62 
Ballots Mailed to or in Hand 
Civilian tb 5 40 
Physically Disabled 62 0 82 
Federal Service Personnel 0 0 39 
Total 69 5 161 
Ballots Returned 
Civilian / 4 1 WG 
Physically Disabled 42 0 36 
Federal Service Personnel 0 0 17 
Total 46 i 70 
Ballots Rejected by Examiners 
Prior to Sending to Polls: 
All Classes mk 0 4 
Ballots Sent to Polling Places 
All Classes 39 1 66 
Ballots Returned Unclaimed 0 0 02 
Ballots Returned Too Late 
to be Cast 11 0 38 


District REPRESENTATION 


In accordance with chapter 549 of the Acts of 1977, fur- 
ther amended by chapter 605 of the Acts of 1982, the City 
Council passed an ordinance establishing nine City Coun- 
cillor Districts and nine School Committee Districts to take 
effect for the 1983 City Preliminary and City Election. 

The Board was advised by the Corporation Counsel that 
a Federal Court order had struck down the City Council 
ordinance and ordered a new delineation of several pre- 
cincts of the city into new districts and further ordered the 
city to set new election dates if required. 

The above changes resulted in a Home Rule Petition be- 
ing drafted by the City Council and passed by the Legisla- 
ture, designating new dates for the City Preliminary and 
City Election. Also, resulting in a redrafting of the political 
calendar for the year 1983. (Copies of the above acts, orders 
and ordinances are on file in this office. ) 
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The following is a revised District breakdown: 


Ward 
Ward 
Ward 


Ward 
Ward 
Ward 
Ward 
Ward 
Ward 
Ward 


Ward 13, Prec. 3, 6 to 10 


] 
2 
3, 


3, 
4, 
5, 
6 

7, 
8, 
9, 


DISTRICT 1 


Prec. 1 to5 


DISTRICT 2 
Prec. 7, 8 
Prec. 1 to 4 
Prec. | 


Prec. 1 to9 
Rrecw le 2 
Prec. 1, 2 


DISTRICT 3 


Ward 15, Prec. 1 to 9 
Ward 16 
Ward 17, Prec. 4, 9, 11 to 14 Ward _ 5, Prec. 2 to 10 


DISTRICT 4 


Ward 14, Prec. 1 to 14 
Ward 17, Prec. 1 to 3, 5 to 8, 10 DISTRICT 9 


Ward 18, Prec. 1 to 5, 21 


DISTRICT 5 


DISTRICT 6 
Ward 10, Prec. 6, 7, 8, 9 
Ward 11, Prec. 6 to 10 
Ward 19, Prec. 1 to 6, 8, 9 
Ward 20, Prec. 3, 5 to 7, 10 to 20 


DISTRICT 
Ward 4, Prec. 8, 9 
Ward 7, Prec. 10 
Ward &8, Prec. 3 to7 
Ward 9, Prec. 3to5 
Ward 11, Prec. 1 to5 
Ward 12 
Ward 13, Prec. 1, 2, 4, 5, 


DISTRICT 8 
Ward _ 3, Prec. 6 
Ward 4, Prec. 5, 6,7, 10 


Ward 10, Prec. 1 to5 
Ward 21, Prec. 1, 2 


Ward 21, Prec. 3 to 16 
Ward 22 


Ward 18, Prec. 6 to 20, 22, 23 


Ward 19, Prec. 7, 10 to 13 


Ward 20, Prec. 1, 2, 4, 8,9 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 


Vii 


Michael A. Joyce continued as Chairman, Everette 
Sheppard as Secretary, William F. Arrigal, Jr. and James 
M. Killilea as members. Joyce and Killilea represent the 
Democratic Party, while Sheppard and Arrigal represent 
the Republican Party. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


The expenses of the Election Department for fiscal 1985 
amounted to $2,329,366.56. 


MicuakE. A. Joyce, Chairman, 
EVERETTE SHEPPARD, 

WILLIAM F. ArRRIGAL, JR., 
JAMEs M. KILuILea, 


Board of Election Commissioners. 
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As returned by the Secretary of State, 1975 
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VOTES CAST AT STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 6, 1984 
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Suffolk County — Totals by Wards 


James Michael Connolly. 
All Others .......--.-+ 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION 
IN REGARDS TO WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS 
AND MILITARY ADVISORS 


STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 6, 1984 
QUESTION 1 
THIS QUESTION IS NON-BINDING 


Shall the Representative from this district be instructed to vote in favor of a resolution calling upon the 
United States Congress and the President of the United States to immediately withdraw any and all troops 
and military advisors from El Salvador and Honduras; to stop any and all military aid to El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Guatemala; to stop any and all aid to the forces fighting to overthrow the government of 
Nicaragua; and to direct funds now used for such purposes to the domestic economy to create jobs and 
improve services? 
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